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October, 2003 Newsletter

THE LATEST EARS news is sent out on email.  Sign up by sending a request to ears@w9ear.org.  E-mail and web postings make information more timely and less expensive.  Visit http://w9ear.org for the latest information about repeater status, VE testing, hamfests, and other news items.
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145.15 IS BACK!  It’s been quite a while, but we are very pleased to announce that 145.15 is back on the air from it’s new location, the former AT&T microwave tower in Ft. Branch, Indiana.  It’s taken many long days to take down the old antennas, move the equipment, put it all back together again, and get antennas up in the air at the new site.  We are very thankful for this new site, as it is very accessible, much more solid, and has plenty of room!  A huge thank you to Barry Shotwell KC9AXG, who has done most of the actual tower work.  Pete Crasher WB9DRB has been the brains behind the project, and has spent many days making sure things work right, running cables, wiring the voter, and all sorts of other things.  Dan Roush KB9KCF has been there every single time hauling equipment, fabricating brackets, and providing a ton of labor.  Jason Marsh N9RTB did some spur-of-the-moment tower climbing to help Barry, as well as some hauling of equipment.  Wes Scott KJ5WD has worked on the voter project, and has been ready to climb…. just to name a few that helped.  We are so thankful for everyone pitching in to make this new site happen!  There is still a lot of work to do, but at least now the repeater is back on the air.  

PLEASE NOTE:  If the autopatch is re-connected, it will most likely make use of cellular technology.  This means that we won’t have to worry about long distance anymore!  But, it may require some slight changes in how the autopatch codes work.  Therefore, new code sheets will be issued soon for 145.15.  These code sheets will primarily be sent out via email.  If you would like to use the autopatch on 145.15, and you do not regularly receive the EARS news emails from time to time, please send me your email address or snail mail address to let me know that you still want autopatch access.   If you are already on the email list, you will automatically receive the new code sheet once it’s finished.
THE EARS WIDE AREA NET AND NEWSLINE has been on hold for quite some time due to repeater problems.  We will resume the net shortly.  Please join us if you can Monday nights at 8:30 p.m. Central time.  (Also, a reminder to those of us in the Eastern time zone that the net will be at 9:30 p.m. after the time change in October!)
THE ANNUAL EVANSVILLE HAMFEST is not far away!  This year we celebrate our 11th anniversary!  Attendance was a record high last year, and we expect that trend to continue.  We once again are calling on everyone to help out.  Friday, November 28th, will be vendor setup at the 4-H Center from 5 to 9 pm.  Setup will resume Saturday morning November 29th from 6 to 8 am, and then the hamfest will start at 8 am Central Time.  We really need help on Saturday with talk-in, ticket sales, and especially security.  The Old Post ARS from Vincennes once again will operate the food stand.  E-HAMS will provide ARRL-VE testing at the hamfest site.  Any time you can help would be most appreciated.
REPEATER NEWS... for the latest information, check the EARS web site at http://w9ear.org/current.htm or the email newsletter.  

· 145.11... Jim Turner WB9PZB has this repeater on the air, and is doing a good job of covering most of Vanderburgh county.  Use tone 107.2.  This is a stand-alone repeater for chit chat and such.  Feel free to use it.  Jim’s also been trying to use EchoLink on the 5.11 while 5.15 has been down.  
· 145.15… Some features are still not running due to the move.  Watch the web site and/or email for updates.
· 146.925… The transmitter is off the air because of an apparent short in the coax jumper on the antenna.  We hope to replace this jumper soon.  Eric N9KDB purchased a new exciter to replace the damaged one.  Everything should be ready to go as soon as the coax is fixed.  We have had some interference from users of 146.94 when they are close to the 146.925 repeater.  We re-tuned the receiver, and it appears to have eliminated most of the problem.  There still may be some interference from time to time, but this is to be expected when repeaters are so close in frequency to each other.  We still plan on adding tone access to the receiver so that it will at least not key up the receiver.

· 443.925…  The 440 system continues to operate well.  The receive coverage is not as good as it could be.  Pete WB9DRB has discovered that the sensitivity on the receiver itself is not as good as it should be.  Plans are to swap the receiver with another to improve the reception, which will also bring the Farmersburg 2m receiver back online.
Here is a summary of the repeaters as of press time.  To see this information as it happens, go to w9ear.org and click on repeater status updates.

Please use 107.2 CTCSS on each repeater so that you can use all the receivers in the system, whether they require tone or not.
145.110 - On the air
Sites
Transmitter (Evansville): on
Receiver (Evansville) (107.2 tone required): on
Features
EchoLink: down for repair
145.150 - On the air, receive is reduced
Sites
Transmitter (Ft. Branch): on
Receiver at Posey Co. (107.2 tone required): off
Receiver at Ft. Branch (no tone required): on temporary (on rooftop) limited coverage
Features
Autopatch: off
EchoLink: off
Link to 146.925/443.925: on
Weather Alert System: off
146.925 - On the air (receive only)
Sites
Transmitter (Paxton) (transmits 107.2 tone): off for repair
Vincennes receiver (no tone required): on 
Farmersburg receiver (107.2 tone required): off due to poor link reception
Features
Autopatch: on
Link to 145.150: on
Link to 443.925: on
Weather Alert System: on
443.925 - On the air, receive is reduced
Sites
Transmitter (Vincennes): on
Receiver (Vincennes) (no tone required): on, reduced coverage
Features
Autopatch: on
Link to 145.150: on
Link to 146.925: on
Weather Alert System: on
UPCOMING HAMFESTS/GATHERINGS: updated daily on EARS web site
· November 15-16, 2003 - Fort Wayne, IN 
* Indiana State Convention; Sponsored by Allen County ARTS - Memorial Coliseum 
http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com
Contact: James Boyer, KB9IH or phone: 260-489-6700 
· November 29, 2003 - Evansville, IN  -  Vanderburgh Co. 4-H Center Auditorium - 9 am - 2 pm Central; Talk in on 145.15- (107.2)  http://w9ear.org/hamfest.htm 

· December 14, 2003 - Greenfield, IN
Sponsored by Hancock ARC & Greenfield Central Tech Club http://www.w9atg.org
Contact: Brad Hewson, KB9VZL
VE TESTING: updated daily on EARS Web site

EARS does not sponsor VE testing, but does list area testing dates and times. If you know of a test not listed, please write, call, or e-mail it to Neil ASAP!!! For all tests, bring 2 forms of ID, one must include picture; calculator; pens/pencils, CSCEs and current license photocopies (if any); test fee ($12.00 for all Amateur tests). 
Bloomington, IN - First Saturday of each month, at the First Baptist Church on East Third Street in Bloomington, just west of Eastland Plaza. The only exception is when testing would fall on a holiday. Testing always begins at 12:00 noon. Please arrive 20-30 minutes early, so that we can begin processing paperwork. For more information, contact Jay Sissom KA9OKT at ka9okt@arrl.net. (ARRL-VEC)
Evansville, IN - Evansville/Vanderburgh EMA office, NEW LOCATION 708 Stanley, Evansville, IN 47708, by Tri-State ARS. Pre-registration is not required. Dates: October 25, November 22, and December 27. ARRL-VEC. Contact Terry AA9MM tbrooks@sigecom.net or evenings 812-401-9632. (ARRL-VEC) 
Evansville, IN - Evansville Hamfest November 29, 2003. 
Franklin, IN - Johnson Co. EMA office basement at 9:30 a.m., Nov. 15. Contact: David Wendt (317) 881-6531 Email: WENDT@INDY.NET (ARRL-VEC) 
Greenfield, IN - Greenfield Central High School on the fourth Saturday of the month. Contact Bob Simcox AA9XJ at r-simcox@insightbb.com (ARRL-VEC) 
Madisonville, KY - DES Building (130 N. Franklin St.) on the 2nd Thursday of each EVEN Numbered Months; ARRL Amateur Radio and W5YI (NRE) Commercial Testing; Walk In's welcome; Testing starts around 7:00 PM Sponsor: Hopkins Co. Amateur Radio Assn. 
Contact: Larry Cunningham KE4YDI, 18 Nisbet St. Madisonville. Ky. 42431-1310, 270/825-8593
larryc@charter.net
Spencer, IN - Nov. 17; Spencer Christian Church, 7 pm. Resigtration preferred. Contact: Kathryn Smith (812) 829-2140 (ARRL-VEC)
Terre Haute, IN - 1st Sunday of EVEN numbered months at 1pm at the Terre Haute Red Cross on Hwy 41 North. Contact Steve Shorter, NT9T at nt9t@arrl.net. (ARRL-VEC)
Vincennes, IN - Vincennes University Technology Building. For more information, contact Phil Smith AA9ZZ at 812-888-5830 (work) or psmith@indian.vinu.edu. (ARRL-VEC)
Marshall, IL - 2nd Saturday of ODD numbered months at 9 am at the First Christian Church. Contact John N9YRX. (ARRL-VEC)
FROM THE REFERENCE DESK… This time we are going to feature some good, but sometimes obscure reference items that are good for a ham to have around.  The first one comes courtesy of Larry Rudolph KB9KVX.  Larry suggested that we publish a list of the license plate codes for Indiana that he put together. Another thing that is handy to keep in the car is a copy of the Indiana scanner law.  Many of you heard about the recent law suit in New York where a licensed ham was cited for having his ham rig in the car because it was capable of listening to police frequencies.  The ham not only produced his license, but produced a copy of the New York state law that exempts amateurs from the law to the judge.  Eventually, the case was dismissed from court, but the ham still had to appear in front of a judge and secure legal assistance.  A similar event happened with a young ham in Kentucky who was carrying his HT.  Keep in mind that each state has it’s own laws, so it’s a good idea to check each one.  An excellent web site at http://www.afn.org/~afn09444/scanlaws keeps copies of all the state laws in one place for easy reference.
Michigan allows hams to have radios capable of receiving police frequencies, but requires them to get a (free) permit first, and excludes novice class hams.  Kentucky law exempts all licensed hams, as does Florida, Indiana, Minnesota, and South Dakota.  California, New Jersey, New York, Oklahoma, Vermont, and Virginia also have scanner laws, but are only illegal if they are used to assist in a crime.  All other states do not have scanner laws at this time.
Until next time….. 73   Neil WB9VPG



INDIANA LICENSE PREFIXES


PREFIX-COUNTY-COUNTY SEAT

 1. = ADAMS-Decatur


51. = MARTIN-Shoals

 2. = ALLEN-Ft. Wayne


52. = MIAMI-Peru

 3. = BARTHOLOMEW-Columbus
53. = MONROE-Bloomington

 4. = BENTON-Fowler


54. = MONTGOMERY-Crawfordsville

 5. = BLACKFORD-Hartford City
55. = MORGAN-Martinsville

 6. = BOONE-Lebanon


56. = NEWTON-Kentland

 7. = BROWN-Nashville


57. = NOBLE-Albion

 8. = CARROLL-Lebanon

58. = OHIO-Rising Sun

 9. = CASS-Logansport


59. = ORANGE-Paoli

10. = CLARK-Jeffersonville

60. = OWEN-Spencer

11. = CLAY-Brazil


61. = PARKE-Rockville

12. = CLINTON-Frankfort

62. = PERRY-Cannelton

13. = CRAWFORD-English

63. = PIKE-Petersburg

14. = DAVIESS-Washington

64. = PORTER-Valpariso

15. = DEARBORN-Lawrenceburg
65. = POSEY-Mt. Vernon

16. = DECATUR-Greensburg

66. = PULASKI-Winamac

17. = DEKALB-Auburn


67. = PUTNAM-Greencastle

18. = DELAWARE-Muncie

68. = RANDOLPH-Winchester

19. = DUBOIS-Jasper


69. = RIPLEY-Versailles

20. = ELKHART-Goshen

70. = RUSH-Rushville

21. = FAYATTE-Connersville

71. = ST. JOSEPH-Mishawaka

22. = FLOYD-New Albany

72. = SCOTT-Scottsburg

23. = FOUNTAIN-Covington

73. = SHELBY-Shelbyville

24. = FRANKLIN-Brookville

74. = SPENCER-Rockport

25. = FULTON-Rochester

75. = STARKE-Knox

26. = GIBSON-Princeton

76. = STEUBEN-Angola

27. = GRANT-Marion


77. = SULLIVAN-Sullivan

28. = GREENE-Bloomfield

78. = SWITZERLAND-Vevay

29. = HAMILTON-Noblesville

79. = TIPPECANOE-Lafayette

30. = HANCOCK-Greenfield

80. = TIPTON-Tipeon

31. = HARRISON-Corydon

81. = UNION-Liberty

32. = HENDRICKS-Danville

82. = VANDERBURGH-Evansville

33. = HENRY-New Castle

83. = VERMILLION-Newport

34. = HOWARD-Kokomo

84. = VIGO-Terre Haute

35. = HUNTINGTON-Huntington

85. = WABASH-Wabash

36. = JACKSON-Brownstown

86. = WARREN-Williamsport

37. = JASPER-Rensselaer

87. = WARRICK-Boonville

38. = JAY-Portland


88. = WASHINGTON-Salem

39. = JEFFERSON-Madison

89. = WAYNE-Richmond

40. = JENNINGS-Vernon

90. = WELLS-Bluffton

41. = JOHNSON-Franklin

91. = WHITE-Monticello

42. = KNOX-Vincennes


92. = WHITLEY-Columbus City

43. = KOSCIUSKO-Warsaw

93. = MARION-Indianapolis

44. = La GRANGE-La Grange

94. = LAKE-Gary

45. = LAKE-Crown Point

95. = MARION-Indianapolis

46. = LAPORTE-LaPorte

96. = LAKE-Hammond

47. = LAWRENCE-Bedford

97. = MARION-Indianapolis

48. = MADISON-Anderson

98. = MARION-Indianapolis

49. = MARION-Indianapolis

99. = MARION-Indianapolis
50. = MARSHALL-Plymouth





06/16/03 by KB9KVX
Indiana Scanner Law

Indiana Code 35-44-3-12       Enacted 1977 Amended 1994 

IC 35-44-3-12 Sec. 12. (a) A person who knowingly or intentionally: 

(1) possesses a police radio; 
(2) transmits over a frequency assigned for police emergency purposes; or 
(3) possesses or uses a police radio: 
(A) while committing a crime; 
(B) to further the commission of a crime; or 
(C) to avoid detection by a law enforcement agency; 

commits unlawful use of a police radio, a Class B misdemeanor. 

(b) Subsection (a)(1) and (a)(2) do not apply to: 
(1) a governmental entity; 
(2) a regularly employed law enforcement officer; 
(3) a common carrier of persons for hire whose vehicles are used in emergency service; 
(4) a public service or utility company whose vehicles are used in emergency service; 
(5) a person who has written permission from the chief executive officer of a law enforcement agency to possess a police radio; 
(6) a person who holds an amateur radio license issued by the Federal Communications Commission if the person is not transmitting over a frequency assigned for police emergency purposes; 
(7) a person who uses a police radio only in the person's dwelling or place of business; 
(8) a person: 
(A) who is regularly engaged in news gathering activities; 
(B) who is employed by a newspaper qualified to receive legal advertisements under IC 5-3-1, a wire service, or a licensed commercial or public radio or television station; and 
(C) whose name is furnished by his employer to the chief executive officer of a law enforcement agency in the county in which the employer's principal office is located; 
(9) a person engaged in the business of manufacturing or selling police radios; or 
(10) a person who possesses or uses a police radio during the normal course of the person's lawful business. 
(c) As used in this section, "police radio" means a radio that is capable of sending or receiving signals transmitted on frequencies assigned by the Federal Communications Commission for police emergency purposes and that: 
(1) can be installed, maintained, or operated in a vehicle; or 
(2) can be operated while it is being carried by an individual. 

The term does not include a radio designed for use only in a dwelling. 

As added by Acts 1977, P.L.342, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.162-1994, SEC.1.  

Courtesy www.indyscan.com

(For other states, see http://www.afn.org/~afn09444/scanlaws)

Don’t miss the 11th annual

	Evansville Winter Hamfest

Presented by EARS and The Ham Station


Saturday, November 29, 2003

8 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Central Time)

Vanderburgh Co. 4-H Fairgrounds Auditorium

Admission Still Only $5.00

Talk-In on EARS Wide Area Repeater Network

145.150- Evansville / 146.925- & 443.925+ Vincennes (all use 107.2 tone)

(Backup:  145.110- Evansville / tone 107.2)

· License exams (ARRL-VEC) (see web site for pre-registration)

· Plenty of Commercial Vendors and Indoor Flea Market space

· FREE tailgating with admission ticket (weather permitting)

· Breakfast and Lunch served by Old Post ARS

· Tons of Hourly Door Prizes

· For more information, visit our web site at http://w9ear.org
	Vendor and Flea Market Information:

Tables (8’) are $8.00 each (includes chairs)

Wall Tables (while they last!) are $10.00 each

Add $2 per table if payment is received after November 15

Setup times: 5 to 9 p.m. Friday; 6 to 8 a.m. Saturday (all times Central)


For table reservations or information, contact Neil WB9VPG at:

(812) 333-4116 or 327-0749; Or Write: Neil Rapp, 2744 Pinehurst Drive, Bloomington, IN 47403; Or E-mail: ears@w9ear.org
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Corporate Sponsor:
The Ham Station 

220 N. Fulton Ave.

Evansville, IN 47710

(812) 422-0231 or (800) 729-4373

Icom  Yaesu  Kenwood  MFJ

New & Used Equipment

http://www.hamstation.com

Southern Indiana’s Fastest Growing Hamfest!
Electronic Applications Radio Service, Inc.

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Bloomington, IN

Permit No. 495

E.A.R.S.

2744 Pinehurst Drive

Bloomington, IN 47403
Cartoon courtesy K4ADL (www.qsl.net/k4adl)
The E.A.R.S. newsletter is a monthly production of Electronic Applications Radio Service, Inc., a non-profit, tax-exempt organization.  Neil Rapp, WB9VPG, editor.  Send donations, articles, comments or information to the address above or call (812) 333-4116.  Articles for the newsletter and/or E-mail can be sent to ears@w9ear.org. Information contained may be reproduced, provided that credit is given to the EARS newsletter.
Join E.A.R.S. Today!

For more information or to support the E.A.R.S. Wide Area Repeater Network and other E.A.R.S. repeaters, write: 2744 Pinehurst Drive, Bloomington, IN 47403 or email: ears@w9ear.org. 

Please find enclosed:



Please send me codes for:

$ ______ donation to EARS network     

____ 145.15 Evansville autopatch (if re-activated)






____ 146.925/443.925 Vincennes autopatch

Name: __________________________________  Call: __________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State: ______  Zip: ________________

Phone:  ____ - ______ - _______

E-mail: ________________________________________________________












