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October, 2004 Newsletter

BEEN MISSING THE EARS NEWSLETTER?? THE LATEST EARS news is sent out on email and posted on the web site.  We have only been mailing newsletters once or twice a year.  Sign up for news  by sending a request to ears@w9ear.org.  E-mail and web postings make information more timely and less expensive.  Visit http://w9ear.org for the latest information about repeater status, VE testing, hamfests, and other news items.
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THE RENOVATIONS CONTINUE ON THE EARS NETWORK as time, equipment, and money allow.  We owe a HUGE thank you to Pete W9DRB (formerly WB9DRB) for all of his efforts at the Fort Branch site.   Dan KB9KCF has been out there a lot too.  We appreciate everyone that has helped get the system back up and running this past year.  In recent events, we were able to have the amplifier repaired (again!) by Mirage this summer.  After some power supply issues, we have it back on so 145.15 is up to full output power.  The voter is now connected, but only one receiver is connected to it.  We are using an antenna about half way up the tower for receive at Ft. Branch for it, so the receive coverage is somewhat limited (about 30 miles mobile).  James KC9EMT has been working on getting our main receive site out near the Posey/Vanderburgh Co. line back up and running.  Hopefully we can add that to the voter before hamfest time.  Once all that works, we’re looking for another receive site to add, hopefully on the east side of Evansville or Newburgh/Boonville area.  We have also tossed around a site to the south in the Madisonville area.  As for the autopatch, I connected a cellular converter up to the controller.  There are some technical issues that I just haven’t had a chance to fight with yet that is holding up using the cell phone out there.  If those can be overcome, we will put autopatch service back on 145.15.

Up in Vincennes, Eric N9KDB and I went to the 443.925 site and finally found our last antenna/feed line problem.  The PolyPhaser lightning protector had blown, and was causing all kinds of problems for the duplexers.  443.925 is working as good as it ever has in the past few months.  Coverage has been about 50-60 miles (mobile) and 30-40 miles (handheld).  Now that the UHF receive antenna problem is fixed, the Farmersburg remote receiver on 146.925 now makes the trip back to the repeater system with no problem.  Range on this receiver extends almost to Indianapolis on I-70.  I’ve been able to use it with the HT here in Bloomington in most places.  So things are definitely picking up on 443.925 and 146.925.  There are two remaining projects for 146.925:  1) install a CTCSS decoder that can be turned on and off as needed; and 2) get the 146.925 amplifier back on at Paxton on the main antenna.  We are still running low power on the backup antenna at Paxton.  It looks like once the antenna issues are solved, the amplifier will be ready to go immediately.  We have a climber for this project.  We are waiting on hard line connectors that are being custom made for this project.  Watch the web site for further updates.

Eric was also able to re-vamp the weather alert system at Vincennes to once again free up the link radio we used for the 145.25 link a few years ago.  This radio is programmed with a few memory channels in it.  It is receive only.  We can not transmit out on this link radio because several VHF repeaters are located at this site.  However, you can listen to other repeaters that are programmed in.  We will make changes on the frequencies from time to time, so check the web site for the latest information.  Right now, the frequencies that are available are:  146.970 (Indianapolis, which hosts the Indiana SKYWARN net), 145.47 (Williamsport, which connects to the W9WIN linked 440 system), 145.190 (Indianapolis/Cincinnati, which is the FARA linked repeater system), 146.775 (Dugger ARC), and 162.500 (National Weather Service Radio from Bedford).  To turn on the receiver, enter the code from your 146.925 code sheet that says “Link Radio Receive” or “Indianapolis 145.25 link receive only”.  The turn off code should also be listed that way.  The “transmit” mode just adds another CTCSS tone, so it will not affect anything at this time since we don’t have another repeater that is listening for the CTCSS tone like 145.25 did.  In the future, we may link up to another repeater using this method.  For now, it’s just receive only…. even if you enter the code to transmit.  To change the memory channel of the radio, change the last digit of the “Link Radio Receive” code to a 4.  (Or, if you just want an updated code sheet, I can send one to you.  Just send me an email saying you need another copy of the codes for 146.925/443.925.)
THE EARS WIDE AREA NET AND NEWSLINE has been on hold for quite some time due to repeater problems.  We will resume the net once the 146.925 amplifier is back in service.  Please join us if you can Monday nights at 8:30 p.m. Central time.  (Also, a reminder to those of us in the Eastern time zone that the net will be at 9:30 p.m. after the time change in October!)
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THE ANNUAL EVANSVILLE HAMFEST is not far away!  This year we celebrate our 12th anniversary!  We are expecting another great year in attendance.  Some new things have been added this year!  Old Post ARS is going to open up the kitchen at 7 am, one hour before the hamfest opens to the public.  They will have a biscuit and gravy breakfast in the small room on the north side of the auditorium (where the tables and chairs have always been for the concession area.)  We hope this will give hams an opportunity to meet, have breakfast together before the hamfest starts, and give a place for those people who show up early… before the hamfest opens at 8 am.  If you plan on attending the breakfast BEFORE 8 am, you will have to come in on the north side of the building at the handicapped parking entrance.  The rest of the building will be restricted to hamfest staff and vendors ONLY until 8 am.  After 8 am, this entrance will be closed, but you can still get to the breakfast by coming in the usual front door.  Breakfast will be served until its gone.  Later in the morning, ham and beans will be added to the menu for lunch.  Please stay around and support the concession areas this year.  We will have VE testing again this year.  E-HAMS will provide the testing services through ARRL-VEC.  Contact Bob AA9VW at aa9vw@w9ear.org for more information about testing.  We are also planning to project the door prize winners and hamfest information on the front wall this year.

Several vendors have already committed to the hamfest this year.  Our usuals, which include Tower Electronics, DC Ace, Amateur Accessories, Birdseye Trading Post (wire & coax), and of course our sponsor, The Ham Station.  Also this year Larry KC4VL (formerly from Princeton) is returning to the area for the hamfest with name badge engraving and rubber stamps.  Larry and Diane N9UL/N9UD are going to sell custom print T-shirts, mugs, key chains, and such.  We have new designs for both EARS shirts and Evansville Hamfest shirts that will be available at the hamfest.  All the wall tables are sold out to vendors selling new equipment.  Several flea market tables have sold, but plenty are still available.  Contact Neil to reserve your table.  Pay by November 15, and you will save $2 per table.
We once again are calling on everyone in the area to help out.  Friday, November 26th will be vendor setup at the 4-H Center from 3:30 to 7:30 pm (note the new setup hours!).  Setup will resume Saturday morning November 27th from 6 to 8 am, and then the hamfest will start at 8 am Central Time.  We really need help on Saturday with talk-in, ticket sales, and especially security.  Any time you can help, even if it’s only for an hour or two, would be most appreciated.  We will once again provide a free ticket to anyone that volunteers to work at least 2 hours.  This year we will need more people during the 6 to 8 am time for added security and early ticket sales due to the breakfast.  If you can help, please contact Neil WB9VPG at wb9vpg@w9ear.org.
UPCOMING HAMFESTS/GATHERINGS: updated daily on EARS web site

· November 13-14, 2004 - Fort Wayne, IN 
* Indiana State Convention; Sponsored by Allen County ARTS - Memorial Coliseum 
http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com
Contact: James Boyer, KB9IH or phone: 260-489-6700 
· November 27, 2004 - Evansville, IN  -  Vanderburgh Co. 4-H Center Auditorium - 8 am - 1 pm Central; Talk in on 145.15- (107.2)  http://w9ear.org/hamfest.htm 

· December 5, 2004 - Greenfield, IN
Sponsored by Hancock ARC & Greenfield Central Tech Club http://www.w9atg.org
Contact: Brad Hewson, KB9VZL
VE TESTING: updated daily on EARS Web site

EARS does not sponsor VE testing, but does list area testing dates and times. If you know of a test not listed, please write, call, or e-mail it to Neil ASAP!!! For all tests, bring 2 forms of ID, one must include picture; calculator; pens/pencils, CSCEs and current license photocopies (if any); test fee ($12.00 for all Amateur tests). 
Bloomington, IN - Testing is held on the first Saturday of each month at the First United Church on East Third Street in Bloomington, just west of Eastland Plaza (by Circuit City and the new IU Credit Union). Testing always begins at 12:00 noon. Please arrive 20-30 minutes early, so that we can begin processing paperwork. For more information, contact John Maassen K9FK at k9fk@arrlDOTnet or 812-336-2311. (ARRL-VEC)
Evansville, IN -  Saturday, October 30, Evansville/Vanderburgh EMA office, 708 Stanley, Evansville, IN 47708, by Tri-State ARS.  Pre-registration is not required. ARRL-VEC. Contact Terry AA9MM tbrooks@sigecomDOTnet or evenings 812-401-9632. (ARRL-VEC) 
Evansville, IN - Evansville Hamfest November 27, 2004. For more information or reservations, contact Bob McIntosh AA9VW at aa9vw@evansvilleDOTnet or 812-963-6434. (ARRL-VEC)
Franklin, IN - Johnson Co. EMA office basement at 9:30 a.m. Nov. 15, 2003. Sponsored by Mid State ARC. Contact: David Wendt (317) 881-6531 Email: KA9OOH@wmconnectDOTcom (ARRL-VEC) 
Greenfield, IN - November 20, December 5. Greenfield Central High School, 810 N. Broadway, Technology Ed. Room 316. Contact Bob Simcox AA9XJ at aa9xj@insightbb.com or 2095 N. West Bay Drive, Greenfield, IN 46140. Tel: 317-590-0293 (ARRL-VEC) 
Madisonville, KY - DES Building (130 N. Franklin St.) on the 2nd Thursday of each EVEN Numbered Month; ARRL Amateur Radio and W5YI (NRE) Commercial Testing; Walk In's welcome; Testing starts around 7:00 PM Sponsor: Hopkins Co. Amateur Radio Assn. 
Contact: Larry Cunningham KE4YDI, 18 Nisbet St. Madisonville. Ky. 42431-1310, 270/825-8593
larryc@charterDOTnet
Jasper, IN - December 11, 2004 at 9 am at the Dubois Co. Annex, 602 Main St. Please use the south door and take the elevator downstairs. Contact John Merkley (812) 482-6617
Email: jmerkley@psciDOTnet
Terre Haute, IN - 1st Sunday of EVEN numbered months at 1pm at the Terre Haute Red Cross on Hwy 41 North. Contact Steve Shorter, NT9T at nt9t@arrlDOTnet. (ARRL-VEC)
Vincennes, IN - Vincennes University Technology Building.  For more information, contact Phil Smith AA9ZZ at 812-888-5830 (work) or psmith@indian.vinuDOTedu. (ARRL-VEC)
Marshall, IL - 2nd Saturday of ODD numbered months at 9 am at the First Christian Church. Contact John N9YRX. (ARRL-VEC)
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Sites
Transmitter (Evansville-East):
on
Receiver (Evansville-East)
(107.2 tone required):
on
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Sites
Transmitter (Ft. Branch):
on
Receiver at Posey Co. (near Marrs Elem.) (107.2 tone required):
off
Receiver at Ft. Branch (no tone required):
on
Features
Autopatch:
off
EchoLink:
off
Link to 146.925/443.925:
on
Weather Alert System:
off 
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Sites
Transmitter (Paxton) (transmits 107.2 tone): 
on low power using backup antenna 
Vincennes receiver (no tone required): 
on 
Farmersburg receiver (107.2 tone required): 
on 
Features
Autopatch: 
available
Link to 145.150: 
on
Link to 443.925: 
on
Link Radio: 
available
Weather Alert System: 
on
Voice mailbox: 
on
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Sites 
Transmitter (Vincennes):
           on
Receiver (Vincennes) (no tone required): 
on
Features
Autopatch: 
available
Link to 145.150: 
on
Link to 146.925: 
on
Link radio: 
available
Weather Alert System: 
on
Voice mailbox: 
on


REPEATER STATUS UPDATE (left) …take a look at our new status page from the EARS web site:  www.w9ear.org/current.htm

	Memory Channel
	Frequency

	1, 4, 7, 10, 13, 16
	146.970 (SKYWARN net)

	2, 5, 8, 11, 14, 17
	145.470 (W9WIN)

	3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18
	145.190 (FARA system)

	19
	146.775 (Dugger) 

	20
	162.500 (Georgia/Bedford NWS)


Link Radio Memory Channels for 146.925 & 443.925:
The E.A.R.S. newsletter is a monthly production of Electronic Applications Radio Service, Inc., a non-profit, tax-exempt organization.  Neil Rapp, WB9VPG, editor.  Send donations, articles, comments or information to the address above or call (812) 333-4116.  Articles for the newsletter and/or E-mail can be sent to ears@w9ear.org. Information contained may be reproduced, provided that credit is given to the EARS newsletter.












